Dutch racism is a complex, paradoxical, and contested phenomenon. It has its own legacy in the Netherlands and the (former) colonies, operates in and beyond the national borders, is shaped by European and global influences, and intersects with other systems of domination. The language of Dutch racism varies historically, but these changes are not necessarily signs of progressive justice. During the second
half of the last century, racism had become more subtle and difficult to pinpoint. It seemed as though the explicit adherence to race hierarchies was disappearing and that racism had become more cultural in its expression, less in your face, if still insidious. However, as we will see later in this volume, old-fashioned biological notions of "race" never disappeared, and in the Netherlands are bluntly expressed, among other ways, in offensive contemporary representations of people of African descent.
At the same time, historical circumstances also changed, and in the new millennium, particularly in the wake of 9/11, cultural violence based on gendered and racially inscribed imaginations of "the Muslim" or "the veiled woman," became one of the most visible forms of racism (Boog, Dinsbach, Donselaar, and Rodrigues; Essed, "Intolerable Humiliations"; van der Valk, Islamofobie; Aouragh, and Ghorashi in this volume The tendency to reject colonial history as relevant for understanding contemporary sexually offensive representations of black women is not new. Decades ago, it was
